	1 RECOMMENDATIONS
	1.1 That the Partnership :-
	(i) endorses the response made to Perth & Kinross Council’s consultation on its Draft Air Quality Action Plan, as detailed in Appendix A;
	(ii) endorses the response to Scottish Government’s consultation on the Policy and Financial Management Review of Highlands and Islands Airports Limited, as detailed in Appendix B;
	(iii) endorses the response to the Scottish Parliament Inquiry into the potential benefits of high-speed rail services, as detailed in Appendix C;  
	(iv) approves the proposed response to Transport Scotland’s Consultation on Minor Modifications under the Railways Act 2005, as detailed in Appendix D; 
	(v) approves the proposed response to Scottish Government’s consultation on the National Planning Framework 2 Strategic Environmental Assessment of Environmental Effects of Candidate National Developments, as detailed in Appendix F; and
	(vi) agrees to delegate authority to officers to prepare and submit responses to a Network Rail consultation on Templates for Third Party Improvements to Railway Assets and a Transport Scotland consultation on Initiatives Related to the ScotRail Franchise Extension, in consultation with partner Councils and the Executive Committee.

	2 BACKGROUND  
	2.1 As was reported orally to the Partnership’s meeting on 24 June 2008, Perth & Kinross Council has undertaken a consultation on a Draft Air Quality Action Plan for Perth.  In order to enable submission of a response by the consultation deadline of 25 July, the Partnership agreed to delegate authority to officials to prepare and submit a response, in consultation with the Chair (Branch 13 of Minute of 24 June refers).
	2.2 Scottish Government has appointed Quayle Munro Ltd, a merchant bank, to undertake consultation on a review of the Policy and Financial Framework for Highlands and Islands Airports Limited (HIAL).  This consultation was issued on 24 June 2008 with responses sought by 4 August. 
	2.3 The Scottish Parliament’s Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee is holding an inquiry into the potential benefits of high-speed rail services and on 25 September 2008 issued a call for views.  The consultation deadline was 18 October. 
	2.4 Transport Scotland issued a consultation paper on 12 September on minor modifications under the Railways Act 2005.  The consultation deadline is 5 December.
	2.5 Scottish Government issued a consultation on the National Planning Framework 2 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA): Supplementary Assessment of the Environmental Effects of Candidate National Developments during September.  The deadline for responses is 31 October 2008. 
	2.6 Network Rail has issued a consultation on Template Agreements which are used in the event of third parties wishing to invest in the railway or to improve railway assets, such as stations etc.  Scottish Government has also issued a consultation on Initiatives Related to the ScotRail Franchise Extension, which seeks views on how Priced Options announced in the ScotRail franchise extension can be improved.  Both consultations have a deadline of 30 November for responses.
	2.7 Copies of all of the consultations dealt with in this report can be inspected via links in the Member’s area of the Partnership’s website. 

	3 DISCUSSION
	3.1 Perth & Kinross Council has declared the whole of Perth as an Air Quality Management Area, to deal with areas that exceed, or are close to but do not at present exceed, national air quality targets, whilst ensuring that air quality problems are not just moved to or caused at other locations.  The air quality problems are mainly caused by traffic emissions, hence current areas of exceedence are located in the city’s central area, where traffic is concentrated, congestion is worst and the built-up nature of the area prevents dispersal of pollutants.
	3.2 A Draft Action Plan has been developed by a local Steering Group to identify options that could be implemented to improve local air quality taking account of the environmental, social and economic consequences of each action.  The consultation sought opinion on the level of support for 39 options for addressing air quality issues in Perth and additional comments on other associated matters.  
	3.3 As agreed by the Partnership on 24 June a response was compiled by officials, in consultation with the Chair.  A copy of this response is included at Appendix A, which the Partnership is asked to endorse.  TACTRAN will continue to contribute to the ongoing development of the Action Plan through the Strategy Manager’s involvement in the local Steering Group.  
	3.4 HIAL extended its operational sphere of influence to incorporate Dundee Airport from December 2007.  TACTRAN has had no direct previous involvement with the company and therefore it was not possible to address all of the issues raised in the consultation.  Nevertheless, it was considered important to respond in order to stress the support given to developing Dundee Airport’s role within the Regional Transport Strategy, and the scope for future TACTRAN engagement with HIAL.
	3.5 A copy of the submitted response, which was compiled in consultation with Dundee City Council officers and the Chair,  is included at Appendix B, which the Partnership is asked to endorse.  A copy of this response was also forwarded to HIAL, along with a request for a meeting to discuss future engagement on matters of mutual interest.  At the time of writing a response from HIAL is awaited.
	3.6 The Scottish Parliament’s Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee is holding an Inquiry into the potential benefits of high-speed rail services.  They have called for views on five areas, covering potential economic and environmental benefits; the costs involved and how they could be funded; the likely time scale; the most appropriate technology and type of train; and how existing links could be improved to ensure all rail users can take advantage of improved high-speed connections. 
	3.7 Whilst TACTRAN has no technical information available to contribute in relation to the specific questions posed in the consultation, it was considered appropriate to indicate support for the wider economic, environmental and accessibility benefits which high-speed rail services can potentially deliver.  A copy of the response, which was compiled in consultation with the Chair, is included at Appendix C, which the Partnership is asked to endorse.
	3.8 Transport Scotland is consulting on additional categories of railway closures that could be eligible to be treated as Minor Modifications under the Railways Act 2005.  These would comprise a station closure due to relocation within a maximum distance.  The consultation paper suggests a maximum relocation distance of 450 metres and reductions in multiple track running through a station.  The latter type of closure is permitted as a Minor Modification on any track outside a station area.  Extending the provision would only relate to track not serving the station.  An example is given of a freight bypass at Montrose station that had fallen into disuse.  The Minor Modification procedure negates the need for a full economic assessment and public consultation, which are requirements of more significant closures.
	3.9 A proposed response is included at Appendix D, which the Partnership is asked to approve for submission.
	3.10 At it’s meeting on 20 April 2008 the Partnership endorsed a response to consultation on the National Planning Framework 2 (NPF2), which had been approved for submission by the Executive Committee (Report RTP/08/11 refers).  Within its response the Partnership had commented on a list of 9 potential “National Developments” and had suggested a number of other strategic transport developments which should be included within the finalised NPF2. 
	3.11 In September the Scottish Government issued a consultation on their assessment of the environmental effects of an expanded list of 52 “Candidate National Developments”, which are detailed in Appendix E.  Of the 52 developments listed the following additional inclusions have direct relevance to the TACTRAN region and Regional Transport Strategy:-
	3.12 Views have been specifically sought on the environmental effects of the listed developments.  As there is no indication as to when there might be further opportunity to comment on the wider implications or merits of the listed developments, the opportunity has also been taken to indicate support for those developments which would support the RTS and delivery of regional spatial, economic or environmental benefits.  A proposed response is included at Appendix F, which the Partnership is asked to approve for submission.    
	3.13 Network Rail is consulting on a detailed and complex suite of Template Agreements which govern contractual relationships entered into between Network Rail and any third parties seeking to invest in or promote improvements to the operational railway or railway assets, such as upgraded or re-opened stations.  The consultation includes 5 separate core agreement documents covering Development Services; Implementation Costs (Emerging and Fixed); Asset Protection; and Basic Services.  Each of the documents, containing proposed amendments agreed in consultation between Network Rail and the Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) was released for consultation during July and August, with a response deadline of 30 November 2008. 
	3.14 RTP’s have only recently been notified of the consultation and, at the time writing, the documents are currently being reviewed to establish whether it is appropriate for the Partnership to respond, in relation to potential interest in supporting or promoting future enhancements to rail services or facilities.  
	3.15 The Partnership is asked to agree to delegate authority to officers to prepare and submit a response(s) to this consultation, as considered appropriate, in consultation with partner Councils and the Executive Committee.  
	3.16 On 3 April 2008 the Transport Minister announced that the franchise held by First Group for the operation of the ScotRail passenger network, including Sleeper services to London, had been extended for a further 3 years, to terminate in 2014.  The franchise extension provides for the return of around £70 million to Government for reinvestment in railway improvements to support delivery of the National Transport Strategy and its associated “daughter document” Scotland’s Railways.  
	3.17 Transport Scotland has recently issued a consultation seeking views on some 28 proposed “Priced Options” announced in the franchise extension and how these might be improved and best implemented, and also on how the £70 million secured for further service improvements should be spent.  Views are specifically sought on 25 questions covering a broad range of issues, including which Priced Options should be taken forward as priorities by Transport Scotland; where Transport Scotland should concentrate efforts on improving services and journey times; how ticketing systems might be improved; how to make better use of space in stations and improve station environment; how to improve assisted travel for people with disabilities and other mobility problems; suggestions for new “RailLink” services, including park & ride and new bus/rail interchanges; improving multi-modal travel interchange at stations; and priorities for improvement to Anglo-Scottish sleeper services.  
	3.18 The consultation presents an opportunity to promote improvements to regional rail services and facilities identified by the Regional Transport Strategy, including :- the TERS proposal for additional “semi-fast” rail services from Arbroath – Dundee – Perth – Stirling – Glasgow with improved service frequencies at existing intermediate stations and potential station re-openings; enhancement of Dundee Station and development of improved bus/rail interchange opportunities at Perth and Stirling; provision of additional rail-based park & ride opportunities through addressing parking constraints at existing stations such as Bridge of Earn, Dunblane and Montrose and new opportunities, such as at Bannockburn;  accessibility improvements at stations within the TACTRAN region; and improvements to service frequencies and journey times on key routes, such as the Highland Main Line from Inverness – Perth – Edinburgh. 
	3.19 At the time of writing detailed consideration and analysis of the range of issues raised by the consultation is ongoing.  The Partnership is asked to agree to delegate authority to officers to prepare and submit a response in consultation with partner Councils and the Executive Committee.  

	4 CONSULTATIONS
	4.1 The Perth & Kinross Council Air Quality, HIAL and Scottish Parliament High-Speed Rail Inquiry responses were the subject of consultation with the Chair prior to submission.  The response to the HIAL consultation was also the subject of consultation with Dundee City Council officers and HITRANS.  

	5 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
	5.1 There are no resource implications arising directly from this report.


