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RTP/09/41

TAYSIDE AND CENTRAL SCOTLAND TRANSPORT PARTNERSHIP
22 SEPTEMBER 2009
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

This report updates the Partnership on various matters of interest and relevance to

the work of the Partnership and seeks agreement to related proposals.

1 RECOMMENDATIONS

1.1 That the Partnership :-

0] endorses the nomination of the Director to represent RTP interests in the
development of national SOA guidance;

(i) agrees to invite the Chief Executive of Transport Scotland to meet with the
Partnership at its next meeting on 15 December 2009;

(iii) agrees to support in principle the Hitrans “Oban 5" rail enhancement
proposals, as outlined in the report;

(iv) agrees to invite the TAYplan Manager to attend the next meeting of the
Partnership on 15 December 2009;

(v) remits the Director to report on arrangements for comprehensive review of the
Regional Transport Strategy to a future meeting; and

(vi) notes the various updates and other information provided in the report.

2 DISCUSSION
Forum of Chairs of Regional Transport Partnerships

2.1 The last meeting of the RTP Chairs Forum was hosted by Tactran in Perth on 9
September 2009. The meeting was attended and Chaired by Councillor Will
Dawson. The Minute of that meeting will be circulated for information/interest when
available. The Minute of the previous Chairs meeting, held in Shetland on 3 June
20009, is attached at Appendix A for information.

2.2 A number of items discussed on 9 September are summarised below. The Agenda
for the day also included a meeting between the RTP Chairs and the new Chief
Executive of Transport Scotland, and with representatives of the Confederation of
Passenger Transport.

Alternative Funding Opportunities
2.3  As reported in previous Director's Reports RTP, CoSLA and Scottish Government

officers are exploring alternative sources of funding transport improvements in
Scotland. A paper on this is being submitted to the next Joint RTPs/CoSLA
Transport Strategy Group meeting on 30 October. Various options including
Prudential Borrowing and European Funding opportunities are being investigated.
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2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

Single Outcome Agreements (SOAS)

The Chairs received a report on RTP engagement with the second generation of
Community Planning Partnership (CPP) SOAs. It was noted that all 7 RTPs had
engaged positively in the development of the 2009/10 SOAs and that all had either
formally signed or endorsed the 32 CPP SOAs. Over the summer the Chair has
signed the Dundee City, Perth & Kinross and Stirling SOAs, the Deputy Chair having
previously signed the Angus SOA.

The Joint Transport Strategy Group had previously agreed to recommend to CoSLA,
Scottish Government and the Improvement Service that RTPs should be more
closely involved in the ongoing development of national Guidance and a model
Performance Framework for SOAs. This was being developed by a “High Level
Group” under the auspices of the Improvement Service, with input from CoSLA,
Councils, Health, Police, Fire and Rescue and Further Education and Community
Planning interests. Following a meeting between RTP Lead Officers and the
Improvement Service, the RTP Chairs have agreed to nominate the Director of
Tactran to represent RTP interests on the national Community Planning Group,
which is now taking this work forward.

Meeting with Chief Executive of Transport Scotland

There was a constructive discussion on the future development of the Strategic
Transport Projects Review (STPR). The Chief Executive of Transport Scotland
reaffirmed Scottish Government’s current priorities as being the Forth Replacement
Crossing, Edinburgh — Glasgow Rail Improvement Programme, Aberdeen -
Inverness rail enhancements and Highland Main Line rail enhancements. Within the
context of the current economic climate it was recognised that funding to bring
forward other STPR projects was extremely limited and the Chairs highlighted the
work that was ongoing on exploring other potential sources of transport funding, as
referred to in 2.3 above.

There was agreement on the need for ongoing liaison between Transport Scotland
and RTPs on progressing projects contained within the STPR, including agreeing
and working collaboratively on early project development work and feasibility studies.
It was noted that a number of RTPs are already liaising with Transport Scotland on
detailed appraisals and business case development for projects identified within the
STPR, including Strategic Park & Ride, strategic rail and other projects. It was
agreed that the RTPs would submit a proposal for ongoing liaison to Transport
Scotland and Scottish Government for consideration. RTP Lead Officers will be
discussing this at a meeting on 30 September.

Concerns over the need for commitment to delivery of a number of other regional
priorities were raised, including enhancement of Dundee Station.

The Chief Executive of Transport Scotland indicated a desire to meet with each of
the RTPs. As outlined in separate reports, work is continuing on various projects,
including Strategic Park & Ride and the Tay Estuary Rail Study, which have direct
and indirect relevance to a number of STPR projects. It is proposed that the Chief
Executive of Transport Scotland is invited to attend the Partnership’s next meeting on
15 December 2009 to discuss how STPR and RTS priorities can be progressed.
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	            High Speed Rail (HSR)
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	2.17 The conclusions of the HSR2 Group, established by the Department for Transport to investigate the opportunities for extending HSR beyond London, initially to Birmingham and subsequently northwards, are due to be submitted to the UK Transport Minister by the year end.  The Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change has established a Scottish Stakeholder group, under the auspices of Transport Scotland, to investigate and demonstrate the economic case for extending HSR to Scotland.  This includes officer representation from SEStran, SPT and Nestrans.  The Director of Nestrans is representing views of the 4 RTPs north of the Central Belt and has been made aware of Tactran’s support for extension of HSR to Scotland in the terms agreed on 23 June 2009 and outlined in 2.16 above. 
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	2.20 Hitrans has undertaken a study into rail service enhancements between Oban and Glasgow.   The justification is that Oban is the largest settlement in Scotland served by a minimum rail service of 3 trains per day.  The study proposes increasing this to 5 trains per day.  These would serve 2 stations in the Tactran region at Tyndrum Lower and Crianlarich.  There is currently an enhanced service of 4 trains per day on summer Saturdays and on Mondays to Fridays an AM peak service also operates between Arrochar & Tarbet and Glasgow serving the southern end of the line.
	2.21 Demand forecasts have been calculated for optimistic and pessimistic passenger growth scenarios.  These suggest that under the optimistic scenario the 2 Tactran stations would expect an additional 1,000 passengers per year while the pessimistic scenario suggests no significant increase in passenger numbers.  Under either scenario increased patronage through Oban station accounts for over two-thirds of the total growth.
	2.22 The improved service would need an additional train unit and associated staffing.  There would be no need for additional Capital investment.  The stated  Benefit : Cost Ratio (BCR) is in the range 3.9 – 5.0.  The enhancement would require an additional subsidy of £450,000 approximating to a Subsidy per Passenger in the opening year of £37.50.
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	2.26 The strategic relationships between land use and transportation planning and delivery will clearly form an important element of the SDP and LDPs in the Tactran region.  This paper updates the Partnership on progress on engagement with planning authorities on the emerging SDP/LDPs.
	            TAYplan SDP for Dundee, Perth,  Angus and North Fife
	2.27 The SDP will set out a long-term (20 years or more) development strategy indicating, in broad terms, where future development will be located and what is needed to deliver this.  TAYplan published its Development Plan Scheme in March 2009. 
	2.28 TAYplan has established a Key Stakeholders Group, which is now meeting roughly 6-weekly to contribute to the development of the SDP.  Current work is focussed on development of the Main Issues Report (MIR), which is expected to be issued for formal consultation in December 2009 and into early 2010.  It is currently envisaged that the Proposed Plan will be published for consultation in December 2010 with an anticipated adoption, after examination and approval by Scottish Ministers, in Spring 2013. 
	2.29 The Director and other officers are contributing to work on the development of the SDP through the Key Stakeholders group and various other workshops which have been held in relation to visioning and on transportation issues.  
	2.30 Consultation on the MIR and Proposed Plan will be the subject of detailed reports to future meetings around early 2010 and late 2012.  Progress on ongoing development of the SDP will also be reported to the Partnership as appropriate. 
	2.31 At its previous meeting on 24 June 2008 the Partnership agreed to invite the SDP Manager, when appointed, to become an Adviser to the Partnership, as a means of achieving close strategic liaison on land use and transportation planning.  Pamela Ewen took up the post of SDP Manager in May 2009 and it is proposed that Ms Ewen is invited to the Partnership’s next meeting to give a presentation on the arrangements for development of the SDP, and to contribute to the ongoing work of the Partnership in an advisory capacity, as appropriate.  
	Local Development Plans
	2.32 The 6 LDP authorities in the Tactran region – Angus, Dundee City, Perth & Kinross and Stirling Councils, Cairngorms National Park (CNP) and the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park (LL&TNP) – all published their Local Development Plan Schemes in March 2009.  The published programmes for each of the LDPs is summarised in the table below:-
	Key LDP Stage
	Angus
	Dundee City
	Perth & Kinross
	Stirling
	CNP
	LL & TNP
	Consultation on Main Issues Report
	Dec 2010
	Dec 2010 – early 2011
	Apr – Jul 2010
	May – Jul 2010
	Mar – May 2010 
	Apr – Jun 2011 
	Consultation on Proposed Plan
	Dec 2011
	Early 2012
	Sep – Nov 2011
	May – Jul 2011
	Jul – Oct 2010
	Jan – Apr 2012
	Adoption of Plan
	Late 2013 / early 2014
	Dec 2013
	Oct 2014
	Dec 2012
	Nov 2011
	May 2013
	Publication of Action Plan
	Late 2013 / early 2014
	By Mar 2013
	Jan 2015
	Mar 2013
	2011
	2013
	2.33 In accordance with the requirements of legislation officers are engaging with each of the emerging LDP processes.  Reports on the key stages and consultations, as outlined in the above table, will be reported to future meetings of the Partnership. 
	2.34 As highlighted in the Minute of the Joint Transport Strategy Group meeting on 30 June 2009 at Appendix B (Branch 4 refers), discussions are continuing with Scottish Government on the statutory requirement to review Regional Transport  Strategies every 4 years, as indicated in the statutory RTS Guidance of March 2006.  Consideration will need to be given to the alignment of comprehensive review of the RTS with the SDP and LDPs and this has been raised with Scottish Government officials, as noted in Appendix B.  A report setting out proposals for major review of the RTS will be submitted to a future meeting once further advice is received from Scottish Government on their expectations with regard to statutory review of RTSs. 

	3 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
	3.1 This report has no direct or additional financial or other resource implications. 




