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TAYSIDE AND CENTRAL SCOTLAND TRANSPORT PARTNERSHIP 
  

10 MARCH 2009 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

This report updates the Partnership on various matters of interest and relevance to 
the work of TACTRAN and seeks the Partnership’s endorsement of officer responses 
which have been submitted to consultations by Perth & Kinross Council and the Loch 
Lomond & The Trossachs National Park.   
 

1 RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.1 That the Partnership :- 

(i) welcomes the confirmation that Regional Transport Partnerships have 
been designated as Key Agencies within the new development 
planning system as set out in Appendix A;  

(ii) endorses the officer responses submitted to consultations by Perth & 
Kinross Council and the Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National 
Park, as set out in Appendices B and C to the report; and  

(iii) notes the updates and other information provided in the report. 

  
2 DISCUSSION  

 
Forum of Chairs of Regional Transport Partnerships 
 

2.1 The last meeting of the RTP Chairs Forum was held in Nairn on 4 December 
2008.  The Draft Minute of that meeting will be circulated for 
information/interest when available.  The next meeting is to be held in 
Shetland on 3 June 2009.   

RTP Chairs/CoSLA Joint Transport Strategy Task Group 
 

2.2 As was noted on 28 October 2008, the RTP Chairs and CoSLA have 
established formal liaison arrangements, building on the positive collaboration 
which surrounded, and followed, their successful joint meeting with the 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth and the Minister for 
Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change in December 2007.     

2.3 A Joint Transport Strategy Task Group has now been established under the 
auspices of the COSLA Regeneration and Sustainable Development 
Executive Group (R&SDEG).  The new Group consists of the Chairs of the 7 
RTPs and seven members of the CoSLA R&SDEG, and is chaired by 
CoSLA’s Councillor Alison Hay.  

2.4 The Joint Task Group met for the first time on 20 February 2009 and was 
attended by the Deputy Chair, Councillor Alan Jack, in the absence of 
Councillor Macpherson.  Items discussed included confirmation of the Terms 
of Reference and operational arrangements for the Group, which will meet 
quarterly; the Strategic Transport Projects Review; the new Development 



Planning System (see paras. 2.9 to 2.11 below); investigation of alternative 
options for funding transport proposals and projects; Single Outcome 
Agreements; arrangements for meeting with the Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance and Sustainable Growth on 2 March 2009 (see paras 2.5 and 2.6 
below); and the future work of Group.  The Minutes of this and future 
meetings of the Group will be submitted to future meetings of the Partnership.   

RTP Chairs Meeting with Cabinet Secretary 
 

2.5 Following on from the successful joint meeting between the RTP Chairs and 
CoSLA with the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth and 
Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change in December 2007, 
a further meeting with the Cabinet Secretary is being held on 2 March 2009.  

 
2.6 The RTPs and CoSLA will be reporting on progress and developments since 

their last meeting with the Cabinet Secretary and on their proposals for the 
future.  Discussions will also focus on how RTPs can best work in partnership 
with Scottish Government to help achieve National Outcomes, including how 
RTPs are engaging with Councils on Single Outcome Agreements.  An oral 
update will be provided on the outcome of the meeting.  
 
Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) 
 

2.7 The Partnership considered the outcome of the STPR at its meeting on 3 
February 2009 and agreed to remit officers to enter into discussions with 
Transport Scotland and Scottish Government officials on the connections 
between the STPR and the RTS and Delivery Plan, with a report back on the 
outcome to a future meeting (Report RTP/09/11 refers).   

2.8 At the time of writing a date for a meeting between senior Transport Scotland 
officials and the Chief Officers Liaison Group is being sought.  Any further 
developments will be reported orally to the meeting. 

New Development Planning System 
 

2.9 The Partnership responded to a consultation on the new development 
planning system in October 2007.  In its response the Partnership proposed 
that there should be a statutory duty placed on planning authorities and RTPs 
to cooperate on the development of their respective plans and strategies, in 
the interests of maximising effective integration between transportation and 
land-use planning, in line with RTS objectives on policy integration.  In 
support of this the Partnership also recommended that RTPs should be 
defined as “Key Agencies” within legislation, for the purposes of having 
statutory status throughout the process of development, compliance and 
review of the new statutory development plans.      

2.10 The Scottish Government Directorate for the Built Environment has now 
confirmed that RTPs have been designated as “Key Agencies” in relation to 
development planning.  As indicated within the letter at Appendix A, planning 
authorities responsible for the new Strategic Development Plans (SDPs) and 
Local Development Plans (LDPs) are expected to fully involve “Key Agencies” 
in the SDP/LDP preparation processes.  The legislation also places a duty on 
“Key Agencies” to cooperate with planning authorities in the compilation of 
main issues reports; the preparation of proposed SDPs and LDPs; and the 
preparation of action programmes relating to SDPs/LDPs. 



2.11 In responding to the earlier consultation the Partnership indicated its intention 
and expectation to participate fully in the new planning system, through active 
engagement with all planning authorities in the development and 
implementation of the new plans.  Appendix A advises that Scottish 
Government will issue a Circular later this month, explaining in more detail the 
Government’s expectations of the new planning system and legal 
requirements and obligations within this.  Further developments will be 
reported to a future meeting.  

Consultations 
 
2.12 The Partnership has been consulted on two matters which required 

responses to be submitted prior to this meeting.   

2.13 Perth & Kinross Council consulted on a Population and Households Strategic 
Environmental Assessment of a proposed Structure Pan alteration.  A brief 
officer response suggesting amendments to wording, to ensure recognition of 
access needs by all sustainable transport modes within Sustainable 
Communities policies, is included at Appendix B. 

2.14 The Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park consulted on their Draft 
Local Plan, with responses sought by 28 February 2009.  A response 
indicating broad support for the Draft Local Plan, and suggesting additional 
emphasis on:- the need for improved public transport accessibility to key 
services and facilities; the role of sustainable modes for movement of both 
passengers and freight, including timber transport, within various policy 
statements; and recognition of the status of RTSs as relevant statutory Plans, 
is included at Appendix C. 

2.15 The Partnership is asked to endorse both of these officer responses.  

 
3 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 This report has no additional financial or other resource implications.  

 
 
Eric Guthrie 
Director  
 
For further information email ericguthrie@tactran.gov.uk or tel. 01738 475771 
 
 
 

NOTE  
 

 
Background papers, as defined by Section 50D of the Local Government (Scotland) 
Act 1973 (and not containing confidential or exempt information) which were relied on 
to a material extent in preparing this Report :- 
 
Consultation by Perth & Kinross Council on Perth & Kinross Structure Plan Alteration 
 
Consultation by Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park on Draft Local Plan. 
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