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LOCAL RAIL DEVELOPMENT FUND UPDATE
REPORT BY SENIOR STRATEGY OFFICER
This report updates the Partnership on progress on the Stirling Strategic Park &
Ride Strategy, Bridge of Earn Transport Appraisal and Tay Cities Park and Choose
Strategy being funded by Transport Scotland’s Local Rail Development Fund.

1

RECOMMENDATIONS

1.1

That the Partnership:
(i)

notes progress against the three Local Rail Development Fund studies
funded by Transport Scotland.

2

BACKGROUND

2.1

On 19 March 2018 Transport Scotland published information on a £2m Scottish
Government fund to develop options to improve local rail connections. The
LRDF aims to assist in funding appraisal work and to potentially bring forward
proposals aimed at tackling specific rail connectivity issues.

2.2

At its meeting on 25 September 2018 the Partnership noted and welcomed the
award of grants from Transport Scotland for two LRDF transport appraisal
projects: Stirling Strategic Park & Ride Strategy and Bridge of Earn Transport
Appraisal. Each of these applications had been submitted in partnership with
the relevant Local Authority and both appraisal contracts were subsequently
awarded to Systra.

2.3

On 28 February 2019 the Local Rail Development Fund (LRDF) re-opened for
further applications and Tactran was successful in being awarded funding for
the Tay Cities Park & Choose Strategy considering transport opportunities
along the Montrose to Perth Transport Corridor. The application was submitted
in partnership with Angus, Dundee City, Fife and Perth & Kinross Councils, with
this contract being awarded to Stantec.

2.4

Depending on the outcome of the appraisal work, Transport Scotland will then
consider whether any rail recommendations should be taken forward in their
Rail Enhancements pipeline. Any projects considered in the Pipeline will be
subject to detailed business cases undertaken by Network Rail prior to any final
decision by Transport Scotland.
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3

DISCUSSION
Stirling Strategic Park and Ride Study

3.1

The study arose from the transport appraisal undertaken to inform Stirling Local
Transport Strategy and Local Development Plan. This work identified that
approximately 40% of car trips in the City had either a destination or origin
outside the City area. Accordingly, the LTS recommended investigation of
strategic park and ride opportunities (i.e. for park and ride trips into and out of
the City).

3.2

Transport Scotland endorsed both the Case for Change and the Preliminary
Options Appraisal for this study, accepting that there was a problem that rail
could provide a solution for. The detailed appraisal stage of the study is
ongoing.

3.3

As part of this detailed appraisal stage, public opinion is being sought on
strategic park and ride options around the City. This consultation exercise
commenced on 15 November 2021 and will run until 9 January 2022.

3.4

It is intended that Stirling Council’s Environment and Housing Committee will
consider the technical report being prepared by the appointed consultants, as
well as a report of consultation, before determining the recommendation to be
presented to Transport Scotland.
Bridge of Earn Transport Appraisal

3.5

The Bridge of Earn Transport Appraisal is multi-modal considering public
transport options and includes the new development proposed at Oudenarde,
with existing provision to create a new Park & Ride station. Consideration has
also been given to the impacts and benefits a new station in this location would
have on the wider Perth to Edinburgh rail travel demands and connectivity.

3.6

Transport Scotland endorsed both the Case for Change and the Preliminary
Options Appraisal for this study, accepting that there was a problem that rail
could provide a solution for. The detailed appraisal stage of the study is
ongoing and is appraising 4 main options:
•
•
•
•

3.7

Option 1 – Improve local bus services from Bridge of Earn to destinations
in Perth
Option 2 – Improve strategic bus and coach services on the Perth to
Edinburgh corridor
Option 3 – New bus-based Park & Ride
Option 4 – New railway station at Oudenarde

The aim is to complete the detailed appraisal and submit to Transport Scotland
this financial year.
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Tay Cities Park and Choose Study
3.8

The Tay Cities Park & Choose Strategy is a multimodal transport appraisal that
is considering Park & Ride opportunities (both rail and bus) along the Montrose
to Perth transport corridor.

3.9

Transport Scotland has endorsed the Case for Change and work has now
commenced on the Preliminary Appraisal aiming for a draft Preliminary
appraisal document to be completed by March 2022.

3.10

Appendix A provides details of the Transport Planning Objectives and Options
being considered in the Preliminary Appraisal.
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CONSULTATIONS

4.1

Officers from relevant Local Authorities, RTPs, Transport Scotland and the rail
industry have been consulted on the various rail initiatives reported.

5

RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

5.1

All the work is funded by Transport Scotland’s Local Rail Development Fund.
Tactran received an initial award of £125,000 and a further £3,800 for Stirling
Strategic Park & Ride and an initial award of £97,000 and a further £20,7,900
for Bridge of Earn Transport Appraisal and £147,000, for Tay Cities Park &
Choose Strategy.

6

EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS

6.1

The three studies are being undertaken in line with the Scottish Transport
Appraisal Guidance (STAG). Equalities impact work will be undertaken as part
of the respective studies.

Jonathan Padmore
Senior Strategy Officer
Report prepared by Jonathan Padmore. For further information contact email
jonathanpadmore@tactran.gov.uk or telephone 07919 880826.

NOTE
The following background papers, as defined by Section 50D of the Local Government
(Scotland) Act 1973 (and not containing confidential or exempt information) were relied
on to a material extent in preparing this Report.
Report to Executive Committee RTP/18/15, Local Rail Development Fund, 18 May
2018
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APPENDIX A

TAY CITIES PARK & CHOOSE STRATEGY
Transport Planning Objectives

Options for Preliminary Appraisal

